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In 1823 James Weddell discovered and explored the Weddell Sea and
brought back a specimen of the seal which also bears his name and is
among the largest of the Antarctic seals. On land the animal moves in a
series of lunges, pushing with its front flippers, but once in the water it

is a fast, graceful swimmer. This seal has just put its head over the edge
of the shore ice off Cape Evans and is about to slither into the sea, where
it may disappear for fifteen minutes before coming up to breathe. It
lives on fish and Adelie penguins.